French Drills - Focus: Adjectives

Meaning

Noir = black; rouge = red  

	
	Singular
	
	Plural
	

	Masculine
	Un pull noir

Un pull rouge
	A black pullover

A red pullover
	Des pulls noirs

Des pulls rouges
	Black pullovers

Red pullovers

	Feminine
	Une chemise noire

Une chemise rouge
	A black shirt

A red shirt
	Des chemises noires

Des chemises rouges
	Black shirts

Red shirts


Formation: endings

Regular adjectives follow the noun, and are formed as follows if they are regular and do not end in -e:

	
	Singular
	Plural

	Masculine
	As listed in dictionary – no ending
	+ s

	Feminine
	+ e
	+ es


If they already end in e, they are formed as follows:

	
	Singular
	Plural

	Masculine
	As listed in dictionary – no ending
	+ s

	Feminine
	As listed in dictionary – no ending
	+ s


There are some very common irregular adjectives with patterns which you just have to learn!

	
	Masc sg
	Masc pl
	Fem sg
	Fem pl

	boring
	ennuyeux
	ennuyeux
	ennuyeuse
	ennnuyeuses

	lazy
	paresseux
	paresseux
	paresseuse
	paresseuses

	hard working
	travailleur
	travailleurs
	travailleuse
	travailleuses

	nice
	gentil
	gentils
	gentille
	gentilles

	industrial
	industriel
	industriels
	industrielle
	industrielles

	younger
	cadet
	cadets
	cadette
	cadettes

	normal
	normal
	normaux
	normale
	normales

	sporty
	sportif
	sportifs
	sportive
	Sportives

	long
	long
	longs
	longue
	longues

	fat
	gros
	gros
	grosse
	grosses

	good
	bon
	bons
	bonne
	Bonnes

	expensive
	cher
	chers
	chère
	chères

	white
	blanc
	blancs
	blanche
	blanches

	old
	vieux*
	vieux
	vieille
	vieilles

	beautiful
	beau *
	beaux
	belle
	belles

	new
	nouveau*
	nouveaux
	nouvelle
	nouvelles


· before masculine nouns which begin with a vowel or an ‘h’ these are bel, vieil and nouvel

Position

Most adjectives follow the noun.  However, some very common adjectives come before the noun e.g. une grande ville; un petit village.  e.g.:

grand (big,tall); 

petit (small); 

nouveau (new); 

gros (fat); 

vieux (old); 

long (long); 

court (short); 

joli (pretty); 

beau (beautiful. handsome); 

mauvais (wrong, bad); 

bon (good, right)

