THE COMMON ENTRANCE EXAM FORMAT

There are 4 parts to the exam: Listening and Speaking. Reading and Writing 
(Reading and Writing are examined together)

LISTENING

The paper has 5 sections.

The questions start fairly easy and progress to the harder level. Questions 4 and 5 are normally longer texts that you hear all the way through before it is repeated. 

You will be given two minutes to read through the questions before the CD begins. 

You will hear each item twice.

There will be one minute between each section. Use this wisely to check previous answers or read through questions you are about to have.

There will be two minutes at the end of the exam to complete the paper. 

Anything else?

· You may make notes at all stages of the exam.

TOTAL MARK: / 25

REVISION: go to http://jocovmfl.synthasite.com
Look at Year 8 / Common Entrance / Other useful sites

WRITING

There are 2 sections

1. Write a short sentence on each picture. There are 5 altogether. You gain marks by using a variety of language. Verbs in particular should be accurate. Think about BVD! (Beginning, Verb, Detail)

2. Write a letter. You will be given bullet points to include certain themes. Some of these may be taken from the oral topics you have already prepared for. (Home, family, school, holidays and visits etc) It is important to be prepared for the letter. You should know off by heart a good beginning and a good ending.

Anything else?

· The reading and writing exams are taken together

· Handwriting and presentation are important.

TOTAL MARK: / 25
REVISION: Practice writing letters; learn a beginning and an end that you can use every time; Revise your verbs and different tenses.

READING

This paper has 5 sections. 

Section 1 is fairly easy. The level of questions progresses, like in the listening paper, with the last question being the hardest. 

There are different formats of questions including ticking boxes; matching sentences etc. Exam technique is very important here. Listen and follow advice given in class!

Techniques – if you don’t know an answer. Don’t panic. Often if it is to match things up then you will be left with two at the end. NEVER LEAVE A SPACE. Guess if you are not sure!

The READING AND WRITING EXAMS are taken together and is 60 minutes long. You are recommended to spend half an hour on the Reading and half an hour on the writing.
Anything else?

· There are no dictionaries is this exam. 

· Handwriting and presentation are important.

REVISION: Learn as much vocab as you can! Do practice papers and think about exam technique. Make sure you always do five answers for each section. 

SPEAKING

There are 3 parts to the oral.

Part 1: one role play (Mark out of 9)

Part 2: Discussion on chosen topic by candidate: Speech then questions.

(Mark out of 8)

Part 3: Discussion on a prepared topic chosen by teacher: Speech then questions (Mark out of 8)

Anything else?

· The exam is recorded. 

· You will do the exam with your class teacher. 

· You will be given ten minutes before you go into the exam with the role play sheet and a dictionary although you may not write anything down.

· Preparation is key: you have the questions and speeches in advance – no excuses! 

TOTAL MARK: / 25

REVISION: Use your Malvern Speaking guide and roleplay helpsheets to revise for the roleplay. 

Learn your four speeches off by heart so that you can say them with absolute confidence.

Practice the questions and answers. Make sure you are saying a variety of things. Try to give full answers and show off your French. Be accurate with your verbs and tenses. 
